Genome scientists and genetics societies have expressed support for a planned reorganization of the US National Human Genome Research Institute. At a public teleconference on 18 January, biologists welcomed the changes, which create new divisions to help the institute shift the focus of its research from understanding the structure and biology of genomes, to translating this information into better medical care. (Priorities were laid out in a planning paper last year; see E. D. 
NIH salary cut
The maximum salary that institutions can pay to a biomedical researcher out of a grant from the US National Institutes of Health has been cut by 10% to $179,700. The agency told grant recipients about the tightened salary cap (which applies to grants won after 22 December) on 20 January. Academic medical centres will have to dig into other budgets if they wish to keep wages high. 
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JANUARY
To inform its priorities in tackling climate change, the UK government publishes a study that weighs up climate risks according to their financial, social and environmental cost. 
THE IPO ROLLERCOASTER
Brazilian minister
Brazil's new science minister is Marco Antonio Raupp, formerly head of the Brazilian space agency. From 24 January, he replaces Aloizio Mercadante, who moves to the education ministry in a cabinet reshuffle. The announcement was made on 18 January.
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European funder
Teresa Riera Madurell (pictured), a Spanish politician and former computer scientist, will be the rapporteur for Europe's enormous 2014-20 research funding programme (Horizon 2020), Nature has learned. As rapporteur, Riera will shepherd committee reports on the programme through the European Parliament, and will influence decisions about its funds and structure. Under 
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